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When Suffering Is Unexpected An In-Gathering of Waters
Rev. Dr. Neal R. Jones
This will be our annual celebration of the
A diagnosis of cancer, an auto accident, end of the summer and the "beginning" of a
a terrorist attack, a hurricane -- who can predict
what suffering life may bring? Why do "bad
things happen to good people"? | personally
don't think "Why" is a very useful question.

August 14

When Suffering Is Chosen
Rev. Dr. Neal R. Jones

4

»

new UUFC year. Bring samples of water that
you collected during your travels over the
summer. We will share our travels and think
about what it means to be with one another
once again.

If you didn't remember to get a sample

of water, that's OK. We will have some
AUQUSt 21 universal water -from rainfall - that has been

everywhere we have been.

We normally avoid suffering, but
sometimes we chose it when it promises to
lead to a greater joy.

Vision for the Coming Year

Pat Mohr : :
Upcoming Forum Topics
Pat Mohr, the new President of the
Board of Trustees, will summarize the Board's July 31 “Christianity in UUA”
vision as to the major projects and activities

that will be taking place during 2005 & 2006. August 7 Intuition - Role In Discovery

August 14 “Merchandising Unitarianism “
August 21  “Depression”

August 28  “Happiness”
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UPCOM NG EVENTS AND MEETI NGS

African Drumming
Class

African drumming
returns to the UUFC under the
direction of Laura Rich and
Amara Camara. An eight-
week session of drum classes
begins on Thursday, August 4,
6:00-7:00 PM in the Social
Hall. Fees for the entire
session are $64 for adults, $60
for students and $55 for
children under 12 or $10 per session for walk-ins.
Please contadtaura Rich at Xxx-xxxx or
info@borneya.ordo preregsister.

Amara Camara, of Conakry, Guinea, West
Africa, has studied the musical traditions of his
country under some of Guinea’s most notable
Master Artists. He has traveled and performed
throughout Africa, Korea, Europe and the United
States.

Women's Book Group

Women's Book Group
meets the 2nd Tuesday of
every month at 7:30 P.M. Join
us for a discussion of Sarah
Vowell's Assassination
Vacationon Tuesday, August
9. The meeting will be hosted
by Kimberly Field at 411
Beechwood Dr. Fodirections,
contact her at xxx-xxxx or kdf319@yahoo.com.

To the Lighthousehy Virginia Wolfe, is
slated for discussion on September 13, and Sarah
Turnbull's Almost Frenchs the October selection.
We look forward to seeing you.

Last Call for Seeds of Hope

Sunday, July 31 will be the last day Mr.
Reid, our Seeds of Hope farmer, delivers fresh
produce to the Fellowship this season. Please stop
by the stand Sunday!

Membership Matters

The Membership Committee meets on the

second Sunday of the month, August 14.

The next Visitors’ Orientation will be Sunday,

August 28, after the service.

There will be a New Members Joining Service

in September.

If you have any questions about Membership,
please contact:arry Siegel (xxx-xxxx) Barbara
Allen (xxx-xxxx), Carita Barr (xxx-xxxx), Beth
Crawford (xxx-xxxx), Gertrude Edge (XXX-XXXX),
Tootsie Holland (xxx-xxxx), Joyce Rodgergxxx-
XXXX) Oor Eve ROSS(XXX-XXXX).

Renewed Co-Council
Schedules First Meeting

The Committee Council (Co-Council)
consists of Chairs or representatives of all active
committees and is chaired by the President-Elect of
the Board. They meet as necessary, to coordinate
various committee activities and programs and
enhance communication between committees.

The first meeting will be Tuesday, August
23, at 6:00 in the Social Hall. Contaidice Leeper
at xxx-xxxx or_aliceuufc@yahoo.comith
guestions or for further information.

August Supper Group

The Supper Group will meet on August 20,
6:30 PM at the home dbhn Memory, 1000
Wotan Rd. Sign up in the Social Hall and call John
for directions, XXX-XXXX.

September Set Monthly Potluck

Our next September Set Pot Luck Supper
will be held on the August 26, 6:00 PM. This event
has been one of the most fun at the Fellowship and,
even though it is mostly for people of grandparent
age, all are invited.

If anyone would like to be added or deleted
from the present list, or if there are any changes
e-mail addresses or phone numbers, please contact
Joyce Rodgersat jrrodgers@bellsouth.net xxx-

xxxx. We hope to see you there!
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Science and Religion Book Group

The Science and Religion Book Group will
next meet in the Library at 7 PM on Thursday,
September 8, to discuss Science and Theology: an
Introductionby J. Polkinghorne. Calinn
Johnson xxx-xxxx, orJoe Long XXx-xxxx, for
more information.

First Friday Progam
To Begin in September

On the first Friday of each month there will
be a “Dinner and...” A series of programs and a
special dinner will be provided for $6.00 per perso
The programs promise to be entertaining,
informative, and fun. There could be a provocative
movie to discuss, a speaker, live music, etc. The
food will always be special and include vegetarian
fare. It might be Indian, Italian, Japanese, down-
home Southern or Yankee baked beans.

The series will begin on September 2 and we
already have an exciting show lined up (details in
the next Unigram.) We will need to decide what to
do with the monies raised. It could go to help
struggling charities in the area, to our Partner
Church in Transylvania, to buy badly needed hymn
books, throw a big party, or all of the above.

If you are interested in helping to make this
happen, callootsie Holland at xxx-xxxx (if you
don’t call her, she may call you!)

UUFC Annual Garage Sale
Scheduled for Fall

Our annual garage sale will be held on
October 15 this year. As usual, we will need
numerous volunteers to do such things as pick up
large items (pickup trucks will be a welcome
addition), price items, move vast quantities oésal
items from the storage areas to the social hall,
prepare food for the movers and pricers, work the
day of the sale, and help clean up afterwards.
Sign-up sheets for volunteers will be available
starting on August 7.

Storage for the items you bring will be
available starting on August 14. As last year, we
will not accept clothing, but we will accept books
this year. Please remember that anything you bring
should be in working condition, and all parts slaoul
be included, unless the defect is noted.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Nuts 'n' Bolts

Every year, about this time, the Administrator
distributes a little guidebook to members in
leadership positions. This guidebodlyts 'n' Bolts,
outlines some of our office policies and offers
helpful information on obtaining administrative
assistance in support of committee and
congregational activities. It also contains copiks
our publication and rental policies.

Many people who contribute their efforts
to our congregation and the activities we enjog, a

Q@

neither members of the Board or committee chairs
and would find this information useful. If you have
not received a copy of Nuts 'n' Bolts, you may
request one frortsabel Oakeor view it on our

@
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DRE Search Committee Forming

The Board of Trustees has announced its
support of a strong Religious Education program for
our children and youth and is committed to finding
a new part-time Director of RE by October 1 this
year. Anyone interested in helping with this search
please contadilice Leeperat XXX-XXXX Or
aliceuufc@yahoo.com.

Board Calls for Long-Range Planning

A sterling opportunity of a
lifetime, or at least for the
next six months!!!

The Board of Trustees, as
promised, is moving forward
with establishing a Long-
Range Planning Team for the
Fellowship.

The Team will be charged with facilitating
the development, NOT implementation, of the Plan.
From the first time the Team meets, the Board
would like the Plan to be completed within six
months.

The Team will consist of seven members.
The Board will appoint three, including the Chair
Person, and the Nominating Committee will be
submitting the other names to the Board for their
final approval.

The need for a Long-Range Plan is
essential for our community, and we need your
brain, effort and enthusiasm!!

In order to ensure the Team is well
rounded, interested persons are requested to réspon
to the following five questions, in writing. Pleas
leave your responses in the Nominating Committee
mailbox in Room One at the Fellowship, by
Sunday, August 7 at noon.

Members of the Nominating Committee
areAnn Johnson Barbie Seymour,Janet Swigler
andJessica Kross Please contact them if you have
any questions.

Please take no more than 1.5 pages total in
responding!!

1. What do you understand the purpose of the LRPT
to be?
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2. Why do you want to be on the LRPT (list or
describe your reasons)?

3, What skills, talents and attributes would you
bring to the team?

4. Have you had experience with any LRP groups in
other churches? Schools? Professional settings? If
so, please describe.

5. Describe a process to develop our Long-Range
Plan.

Thank you!

E Pluribus Unigram
E for Electronic
Pluribus for two options!

Option 1: Sign up to receive the Unigram by
e-mail. This will be sent directly to your desigeat
e-mail address on the day of
publication! No more
waiting for snail mail. The
Unigram will be sent as a
Microsoft Word attachment.
You can print the whole
newsletter to hang on your —
fridge or print just the pages
or articles you will need for reference.

Option 2: Don’'t want big files in your
inbox? Can’t open Word documents? Sign up to
receive a personal e-mail notice when the Unigram
is posted to the UUFC website. The e-mail will
have a link to our website so you can click right t
it. How easy is that?

To receive the news sooner, help cut postage
expenses, and save paper, consadtel Oake in
the office, to sign up for one of the electronic
options.

Staff Office Hours

Rev. Neal Jonewill be at the UUFC on Fridays.
Please call for an appointment, as he will also be
scheduling visits on that date. You may leave a
message for Rev. Jones at XXX-XXXX.

Isabel Oakewill be in the office from 10:30-3:00
on Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays.



JOys AND CONCERNS

Mary Bryan has recently moved to Still
Hopes Retirement Community and would
appreciate correspondence and calls from her UU
friends. Her new address: 142 Still Hopes Drive,
Rm 202, West Columbia, SC 29169 and phone # is
XXX-XXXX.

Laurel Sutton is looking forward to being
released from the hospital this week. She has
undergone her first chemotherapy for leukemia and

is waiting to see what the next step in her treatme
plan will be.

Sandy Chubonhad knee and carpal tunnel
surgery on July 22 and is recovering at Providence
Hospital.

Gertrude Edge suffered a broken foot when
a china cabinet fell on her July 5. However, this i
not keeping her down, as she will be traveling
during the month of August.

DI STRI CT AND DENOM NATI ON

UU Service Committee Weblog

As you may know, UUSC has recently
initiated a weblog called, "UUSC Hotwire: A
Human Rights Weblog". We believe that the
Hotwire will provide you with a direct, real-time
vantage point on our human rights work around the
world. Through the weblog, we will also link you to
the information you need to be an informed
citizen/activist in our rapidly changing world.
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New Roles for Laurel Amabile

We are delighted to announce that Laurel
Amabile has accepted the role of Acting District
Executive for the Thomas Jefferson District
effective immediately.

Laurel will serve full time in this role until
June 30, 2006. During that time an open search for
settled district executive for the TID will begin,
with the official posting occurring no later than
December 1st.

Additionally, effective July 1, 2006 Laurel
will become Director of the Annual Program Fund
for the UUA. In this role she will work with the
Stewardship and Development team to develop and
implement strategies that strengthen right finadncia
relationship among the Association, the Districts
and the congregations.

Laurel's success in her current work
augmented by significant experience in our
congregations, the TJ district, and at The Learning
Center for Leadership at The Mountain, makes her
an ideal selection for both positions.



RELI G Qus EDUCATI ON NEWS
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REGISTRATION for the '05-'06 RE Program will run through the nb of August. Please stop by and
register your kids as soon as possible so thatanetan for the fall. There is no fee to registédre table will
be set up in the Social Hall. An RE Committee memtit be available before and after the servicanswer
your questions.

THIRD ANNUAL REC LABOR DAY CLEAN UP - please plan to join us on Sunday, Septembem fr
9:00 until 2:00 for our annual clean up of the REngV There is a lot to do to get our classroomsydar the
fall. All parents and kids are asked to participaiench will be provided.

NUMEROUS VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES are still available in the RE Program:
Elementary Sunday School Teachers no experience necessary. Curriculum has beentsdl Training
will be provided. Please contact coordina@@roline Eastmanat ceastman@sc.rr.com
7th & 8th Grade Sunday School Coordinator- IMPORTANT. We risk canceling the program forghe
kids if we don’t get a coordinator. We also neetlimteers to teach this grade level.
Children’s Chapel Team Members— One or two energetic individuals to help plad &ad Chapel
service for elementary kids once a month. PleastactPaul Fram at fram@gwm.sc.edu
Intergenerational Services Coordinator/Team Members- we will have five opportunities to plan and
lead intergenerational services this year. Theljde Halloween, Thanksgiving, Winter Holidays, Spri
Holidays, and Bridging Ceremony.
Time for the Children Coordinator - this volunteer will work with the Worship Comnat to plan and
deliver stories for the children in Sunday serviasd®n there is no choir scheduled.
Playground/Group Activity Coordinator — we need someone to be responsible for the ehildn
Sundays when there is no programming — this neédl@pend on whether or not we get a coordinator fo
intergenerational services.
RE Social Action Sundays Team Members Please contaétlex White, awhite@coloniallife.com.
Please conta@®arbie Seymour (xxx-xxxx) if you are interested in participatingany of these activities.
For more information on our program, please stofhkyregistration table this month for a copy @& tdalendar
and the prospectus.

SPECIAL THANKS TO JULY RE VOLUNTEERS

Thanks to the following wonderful musicians anduwiteers for sharing their talents with the chitdne
our July RE programNoah Fram, Casey Carlton Cheryl Soeh| Laura Rich, Kimberly Fields, and
Jennifer Slater. Special thanks tGertrude Edge for coordinating this program. We couldn't haveed
without the generosity of our volunteers.

Page 6



The Unigram

The Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Columbia
2701 Heyward Street

Columbia, SC 29205

Return Service Requested

Staff

Minister Rev. Dr. Neal R. Jones
Administrator and Unigram Editor Isabel Oake
Custodian John Squire

Board of Trustees

President Pat Mohr

President-Elect Alice Leeper

Treasurer Sej Harman

Secretary Sandy Chubon

Members at Large Beth Crawford
Peter Kandis Jessica Kross
Tom Turnipseed

Donald Griggs
Kathy Paget
Renee Wedding

How to Reach Us: Fellowship Office (803) 799-0845
Ext #1 Friendly Ears/Caring Network Ext #2 Isabel Oake
Rev. Neal Jones (803) XXX-XXXX

E-mail: UUFC@bigfoot.com

FAX: (815) 550-4740

Web Page: www.uu.columbia.sc.uua.org
Special Events Line: (888) 849-4224 ext.4
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The Mission of our Fellowship is:
To nurture and respect each other
in our spiritual growth and pursuit
of meaning,

To create a welcoming and
engaging environment through
which we work for positive
change in our community and the
world.

Unigram Deadlines
The e-mail deadline for the next
Unigram is 5:00 p.m. August 28 .
Please submit articles and
announcements for the next issue
to Isabel Oake at
UUFC@bigfoot.com with a copy to
lioake@hotmail.com. Legible hard
copy must be received in the office
by 12:15 p.m. the same day.



