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Newsletter of the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Columbia, SC 

 
 
 
 

September 4  
 

Is Work a Blessing or a Curse? 
Rev. Dr. Neal R. Jones 

  
In the Bible, Genesis describes work as 

a curse, yet Ecclesiastics suggests work may 
be a blessing. On this Labor Day let us 
consider whether our work is a curse or a 
blessing.  
 

 September 11  

3 July 3  
Mark Twain - Humorist and Heretic 

Rev. Dr. Doug Reisner 
 

I would nominate Mark Twain for 
sainthood, if Unitarian Universalists had such a 
category. Since we don't, I'll hold him up as 
one of the great heroes of freethinking, which 
is a very important quality in liberal religion. 
 

September 18  
 

Death and Dignity 
Mark Tompkins and Ann Johnson 

 
Many of us say that we would want to 

die with dignity, but experience and evidence 
suggests that few of us truly know what we 
mean by this phrase. We will explore this 
question more deeply, in hopes of providing a 
richer and more helpful guide to the dilemmas 
that are involved in finding a "good death." 
These dilemmas are spiritual but also 
numbingly ordinary, they are practical but also 
highly technical, and they are personal but also 
profoundly public in their implications. 
 

 September 25  
 

My Beef with the Church  
Rev. Dr. Neal R. Jones 

 
Like many Unitarian Universalists, I am 

a refugee from the Church. I’d like to share the 
reasons why I left the Church, yet still consider 
myself a Christian. 
 

 
Upcoming Forum Topics  

 
The Forum meets at 9:30 a.m. in the Library. 
 
Sept 4   “Critical Thinking in America” 
 

Sept 11 “Is Fear Necessary to Be Good?” 
 

Sept 18  “Co-Dependency: Are We a  
    Fellowship of Enablers? “ 

 

Sept 25  “Spiritual Enrichment  
   (Transcendence)” 

 
 
 

Way Cool Sunday School 
 
For more information about our Religious 
Education Program for children and youth, see 
page 5. 
 
Sept 4     9a.m. – 2p.m. RE Wing Clean-up  
 

Sept 11   Children’s Chapel (elementary) 
      Religious Education (Sr High) 
 

Sept 18   Religious Education Classes 
 

Sept 25   Religious Education Classes 
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UUPPCCOOMMII NNGG  EEVVEENNTTSS  AANNDD  MMEEEETTII NNGGSS  
  

 

First Fridays Program  
 

Our first First 
Friday presentation of 
“Dinner and…” will be 
held on September 2 at 
6:30 p.m.  The 
program features Dave 
and Marty Sennema, 
authors of Columbia, 
South Carolina: A 

Postcard History. They have assembled an 
unprecedented collection of picture postcards to 
create a retrospective of the area from the early 
1900’s through the 1950’s. Here you will find 
dramatic images of businesses, street scenes, hotels, 
office buildings, and homes. Even more fascinating 
are the buildings, which have, over the years, been 
recycled and used to house various business and 
educational institutions. 

The menu for dinner will be cantaloupe 
soup, Columbia chicken bog, salad, rolls, and pie a 
la mode.  (Vegetarian and sugar free foods will be 
provided upon request.) This entire fun packed 
evening can be yours for a mere $6.00 per person. 
You must let us know by September 1st if you plan 
to come. Please call Tootsie Holland at xxx-xxxx. 

 
Science and Religion Book Group  

 
 The Science and Religion Book Group will 
next meet in the Library at 7 PM on Thursday, 
September 8, to discuss Science and Theology: An 
Introduction by J. Polkinghorne. Call Ann 
Johnson, xxx-xxxx, or Joe Long, xxx-xxxx, for 
more information. 

 
Dances of Universal Peace  

 
Come enjoy an evening of 

soulful connection, serenity and 
joy. September 9, 7-9:00 PM at 
the Unitarian Fellowship in 
Columbia. The dance will be lead 
by Janice Burton. For more 
information call Laura Rich at 
(803) 782--1964 

Women's Book Group   
 

The Women's Book Group will meet on 
Tuesday, Sept.13 at 7:30 PM, at the home of Marie 
Huntt , 707 South Ott Rd. We will discuss To the 
Lighthouse, by Virginia Wolfe. All Fellowship 
women and friends are welcome to join our 
informal sessions. For directions, contact Marie at 
xxx-xxxx. 
 

   Membership Matters  
 

·  The Membership 
Committee will meet on 
Sept.11, after the service.  

·  There will be a New 
Members Joining Service 
on September 25 . 
If you have any questions about Membership, 

please contact: Larry Siegel (xxx-xxxx) Barbara 
Allen (xxx-xxxx), Carita Barr  (xxx-xxxx), Beth 
Crawford  (xxx-xxxx), Gertrude Edge (xxx-xxxx), 
Tootsie Holland (xxx-xxxx), Joyce Rodgers (xxx-
xxxx), Mary Maclachlan (xxx-xxxx) or Eve Ross 
(xxx-xxxx). 

 
Who Is the Co-Council ? 

 

All Committees are represented on the Co-
Council, either by their Chair or appointed 
representative. The group meets at 6:00 on Sept. 20 
to coordinate various committee activities and 
programs and enhance communication between 
committees. Contact Alice Leeper, xxx-xxxx or 
aliceuufc@yahoo.com for information. 
 

September Set Potluck 
 

 Just a reminder that we will have our next 
September Set Potluck on September 29th at 6 PM 
in the Social Hall. Our hostess will be Carita Barr . 
Come bring a side dish, desert or beverage and join 
the fun.  

If you have any questions or would simply 
like to let us know what you would like to bring, 
contact Joyce Rodgers, xxx-xxxx or 
jrrodgers@bellsouth.net. If you would like to be 
included in the monthly emailing or call list, please 
let her know. We look forward to seeing you there! 
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     Get Ready for UUFC Annual Garage Sale  
 

Our annual garage sale will be held on October 15 this 
year. As usual, we will need numerous volunteers to do such 
things as pick up large items (pickup trucks will be a welcome 
addition), price items, move vast quantities of sales items from the 
storage areas to the social hall, prepare food for the movers and 
pricers, work the day of the sale, and help clean up afterwards.  

Sign-up sheets for volunteers will be posted in the Social 
Hall or contact Don Mohr at dmohr@mindspring.com or xxx-
xxxx.  

Storage for the items you bring is available in Room 7 of 
the RE Wing and the curtained area of the Alcove. As last year, we 
will not accept clothing, but we will accept books this year. Please 
remember that anything you bring should be in working condition, 
and all parts should be included, unless the defect is noted. 

  
AANNNNOOUUNNCCEEMMEENNTTSS  

 
Board Bulletin  

 
The Board of Trustees met August 10, 2005. 

We had a lengthy discussion about the Personnel 
Manual being developed by the Personnel 
Committee. We talked about the kind of work 
environment we want to provide for employees  
and how that can be achieved. We also selected 
members to serve on the Long Range Planning 
Team. 

Sandy Chubon, Secretary 

 
An Invitation to Join the Choir  

 
The choir’s first 

rehearsal is at 9:30 
a.m. on September 4th 
and we will sing at the 
11:00 a.m. service. If 
you enjoy singing, 
please join with us. 
There are no weeknight 
rehearsals; we rehearse every other week at 9:30 
a.m. and sing at the service. Our goal is to learn 
interesting music to sing for the enjoyment of the 
congregation and for ourselves. And we have a 
good time while we are doing it. Overcome inertia! 
Come to rehearsal.  
 

Friendly Ears Phone Line  
 

A reminder that the Friendly 
Ears program is operating. This 
program provides a network of 
volunteers who are prepared to handle 
care and assistance needs of UUFC 
members and friends as they arise. Rev. 
Jones is available for pastoral care, but 
not personal counseling. If you are not 
sure about the nature of your request, please call the 
Friendly Ears line first, 799-0845, ext1 and you will 
advised and directed to the proper resource. 

 
Simplicity Study Circle  

 

Susan Siegel and Judy Turnipseed are 
planning a study circle or adult ed. workshop on 
Simplicity. It would include group sharing on a 
series of topics, such as: How Much is Enough; Do 
You Have The Time; Your Money or Your Life. 
We must have 8-12 people sign up in order to 
receive the course materials. The organizers are 
trying to determine the level of interest before 
setting a schedule and ordering the books. If you 
would be interested in participating in this activity, 
depending on when it is scheduled (still flexible), 
please contact Susan at Susankfs@aol.com or xxx-
xxxx, or Judy at jturnipseed@sc.rr.com or xxx-
xxxx. 
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The Plea of the  
Sound Technicians  

 
We, your humble, but faithful Sound Board 

Technicians are seeking two or three reliable souls 
to join us in our quest to enhance Sound Board 
Perfection. You would serve only one Sunday a 
month and no experience is necessary (as Steve 
Dennis can attest). 

The primary duties of the Technician are to 
arrive by 9:45 AM on the morning of her/his duty 
Service; turn on and test sound equipment; start 
some pleasant music (to get the early birds in a 
contemplative mood); and then sit back and enjoy 
the Service, making sure the microphones don’t ring 
or squeal. This is so easy Steve Dennis can do it! 
Best of all, if you make a mistake, no one can see 
you when you slink out the back door (though, alas, 
your name is prominently displayed on the Order of 
Service).  

This is a transparent, though 
integral part of the Service when 
done well, and sorely obvious if no 
one is back there to do it. We invite 
anyone interested in enhancing our 
perfection to contact Steve C. 
Dennis or Dave Roof. They never 
bite, and they will actually assist 
you on your maiden voyage across 
the soundwaves. 

 
Caring for Our Space 

 
One of the ways we can show 

our love and respect of each other and 
our shared UU beliefs is by taking care 
of our building.  

To keep our UU home safe, 
please remember to lock all doors if 
you are the last to leave the building. 
This includes the door frame latches on all double 
doors as well as the dead bolts.  

Our building is not very energy efficient so 
it is important to conserve energy by turning off 
lights and heat or a/c when the building is not in 
use.  Please refer to the instructions inside the 
furnace room door to operate heat and A/C or in 
your “Nuts ‘n’ Bolts” guidebook. If you would like 
personal instruction in building closure procedures, 
please see Isabel Oake or John Squire. 

 
Red Dot Unigrams  

 

Our mailing list grows weekly as we send 
the Unigram to all visitors for a period of three 
months. If you have a red dot on your address label 
and would like to continue receiving Fellowship 
news by e-mail, please contact our office at 799-
0845 or UUFC@bigfoot.com. 

  
          JJ OOYYSS  AANNDD  CCOONNCCEERRNNSS  

  
Vivian Pilant , a past President of UUFC 

and a dear friend to many of us, is undergoing 
treatment for a reoccurrence of cancer. She has a 
very positive outlook, which she attributes in part to 

the pursuit of art as a healing experience. Vivian has 
several pieces on display at the Museum of Art 
through September 26, 2005 in an exhibit of 
original art by cancer patients.

 
DDII SSTTRRII CCTT  AANNDD  DDEENNOOMMII NNAATTII OONN

  
UU’re Home –  

UU Bread & Breakfast Listing 
 

 The UU bed and breakfast directory UU’re 
Home lists a network of hosts in the United States 
(and a few abroad) who enjoy meeting new friends 
and who are happy to open their home to like-
minded people. 

UU’re Home has recently launched a new 
website at www.UUreHome.com, where entries are 
updated whenever changes are made or new hosts 
are added. The paper edition, published every year 
in April, is still available (and has many more 
listings than the website). For a copy of the 2005 
directory, please send a check for $18 to UU’re 
Home, 43 Vermont Court, Asheville, NC 28806. 
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RREELLII GGII OOUUSS  EEDDUUCCAATTII OONN  NNEEWWSS  

Welcome back to school and to a new Sunday School year at UUFC! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

September 4 - Third Annual Labor Day Clean Up  
We will spend the day preparing the RE wing and playground for the new year. Please come and pitch 

in. We’ll have a pizza lunch for all those who lend a hand. We have all the cleaning supplies we need, but could 
use some rakes and a wheelbarrow. There will be no Sunday School. Children and teens are encouraged to wear 
their grungies and help us clean up. If they prefer, they are welcome to remain in the service.  
 
September 11  
·  RE Program Begins! This is our first Chapel Sunday for elementary kids and the first Sunday of Religious 

Education classes this program year for the Senior High. 
 
·  Religious Education Committee Meeting: The RE Committee will meet at 9:30 in Room 6. Even if you 

are not a committee member, please consider coming to this meeting to help plan for the new year. 
 
·  Teacher Orientation & Parent Meeting: Immediately following the service we will gather in Room 6 for 

Teacher Orientation for elementary classes. WE MUST HAVE MORE VOLUNTEERS. As it stands we 
only have enough teachers for two classes. That means that there might not be programming for half of the 
children and they will have to remain in the service on RE days. Please consider volunteering one or two 
Sundays per month to teach Sunday School. All materials will be provided and no experience is necessary. 
Even if you are unable to teach, please join us for the Parent Meeting to meet the coordinators, teachers, and 
other parents and to learn more about the curriculum that has been selected and the activities that have been 
planned. Refreshments will be provided. If you need child care during this hour, please let Barbie Seymour 
know in advance (xxx-xxxx) 

 
Remember to Register for RE! 

We already have 25 kids registered for the fall program. If you have not already registered your 
elementary kids/ teens for RE and children three and under for the nursery, please do so as soon as possible. We 
need to know how many kids to expect so that we can plan sufficiently. The forms and prospectus are available 
at the RE Registration Table in the Social Hall through September. There is no fee. 
 
Summer Program Was a Huge Success! 

Special thanks to Joan Watterson and Sandy Chubon for putting on a wonderful RE program in 
August on disability awareness.  
 
Volunteer Opportunities Abound 

We still need volunteers for the elementary social action team, a youth social activities coordinator, 
elementary teachers, intergenerational holiday event coordinators, RE committee members, and a chair-elect for 
06-07. Please contact Barbie Seymour (xxx-xxxx) if you have time and talents to contribute. If you have 
previously expressed an interest in helping out and you have not yet been contacted by someone, please call. 
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The Unigram 
The Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Columbia 
2701 Heyward Street 
Columbia, SC 29205 
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Staff 
 

Minister                          Rev. Dr. Neal R. Jones  
Administrator and Unigram Editor  Isabel Oake 
Custodian                             John Squire 
 

Board of Trustees 
President   Pat Mohr 
President-Elect  Alice Leeper 
Treasurer   Sej Harman 
Secretary   Sandy Chubon 
Members at Large  Beth Crawford  Donald Griggs  
       Peter Kandis Jessica Kross Kathy Paget 
       Tom Turnipseed   Renee Wedding 
 

How to Reach Us:  Fellowship Office (803) 799-0845 
Ext #1 Friendly Ears/Caring Network  Ext #2 Isabel Oake 
Rev. Neal Jones (803) xxx-xxxx 
 
E-mail:  UUFC@bigfoot.com 
FAX: (815) 550-4740 
Web Page: www.uu.columbia.sc.uua.org 

Special Events Line: (888) 849-4224 ext.4 

Nonprofit Org. 
US Postage 

PAID 
Permit No. 842 
Columbia, SC 

The Mission of our Fellowship is: 
·  To nurture and respect each other 

in our spiritual growth and pursuit 
of meaning, 

·  To create a welcoming and 
engaging environment through 
which we work for positive 
change in our community and the 
world. 

 
 

Unigram Deadlines  
The e-mail deadline for the next 
Unigram is 5:00 pm, Sept.  25 . 
Please submit articles and 
announcements for the next issue 
to Isabel Oake at 
UUFC@bigfoot.com with a copy to 
iioake@hotmail.com.   
Typed or neatly handwritten copy 
must be received in the office by 
12:15 p.m. the same day.  

If you have a RED DOT  
on your address label  

this could be  
your last Unigram!  
See note on page 4. 


