February 26, 2006

Newsletter of the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Columbia, SC
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Sunday Schedule March 12, 2006
Forum: 9:30 in the Library R
Worship:  11:00 — 12:15 $ "
_Coffee_ Hour follows % $
in Social Hall % $ .
Nursery: During service for ' $
infants—age 3
Children :  Children attend the " ()
beginning of the service with #H + ! :
adults, then go to Religious & #
Education classes or activities ' ' - #

LONG RANGE PLANNI NG ACTI VI TI ES

The LRP team has held three input sessions toodetiee topics ofinances buildings and grounds and
membership. The thoughts and discussion have been very mputeaiated. A few written comments have
also been submitted.

Three input sessions remainand we encourage all who wish to share theirghtsuto make time for the
meetingsAll meetings are on Thursdays, from 7:00 to 8:00 ithe sanctuary.

March 2: March 9: March 16:

For those of you who wish to give written inputg florms are in Room 1, in the black wire baskethendesk.
If you have input, please provide it soon. The LiB&m is working on draft recommendations, and will
complete its work by mid-April.

Thank you to those who have been attending thet sggsions. Your input is greatly appreciated!



ANNOUNCENMENTS

Spring Flings

Spring Flings are a great way to throw off the blah S, renew our energy, celebrate with old friends,
AND deepen bonds with new friends and Fellowship me mbers. Mostof all.... Flings are for Fun!l
So, you're invited to “fling a fling” for the UUFC!

Between April 9 - June 30, the UUFC will offer a va riety of Spring Flings —unique ways to

get to know each other in a fun and relaxing atmosp here. Please indicate your willingness to

hold a Fling by completing a Spring Fling form and dropping it
or by contacting a F.R.A.T. member below.

in the box in the Social Hall
We will get back to you to add YOUR event to the

schedule. Deadline for your  Fling to be included in the booklet is March 19th!

Barbara Allen XXX-XXXX
Mike Allen 866-xxx-xxxx (toll free)
Sej Harman XXX-XXXX [ XXX-XXXX (W)
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theallens@bjmeallen.com

Harman@gwm.sc.edu

New to UU?

The next Visitors Orientation will bBunday, March 26
after the service in Room 6 in the R.E. wing. Tdrig-hour
meeting will give you a chance to find out more @ho
Unitarian Universalism and about our congregation i
particular. Snacks will be served.

If you have any questions, please call:

Larry Siegel (xxx-xxxx) Barbara Allen (xxx-xxxx),
Carita Barr (xxx-xxxx), Beth Crawford (XxX-xxxx),
Gertrude Edge (xxx-xxxx) Joyce Rodgergxxx-xxxx),
or Mary Maclachlan (xxx-xxxx) andTootsie Holland
(XXX-XXXX)

Keys Please

We are again experiencing a shortage of keys to
lend to renters and members planning activities.
If you are a former Board member or Committee
Chair with a key, please return it to the offide. |
you have passed your key on to another member,
please contact Isabel in the office to let her know
who has the key.



CowuNl TY CHALI CE

Cecily McKinneyis now in Baptist Hospital's Mary McGriff is home after a brief stay at Moncrief Army

Rehabilitation Center on the 7th Floor, in Room,7dréd Hospital to dissolve a blood clot in her leg

will remain there for several weeks. She had aserhip

operation and a new implant, and has to learn tk wa Jonathan Thompsonson of membeDillard Thompson

again. She would like to hear from U-U friends. will be bicycling 4000 miles cross-country this suear
starting May 27 to raise money for Habitat for Huniba

Joan Wattersorreports that sodonathan (and former He needs to raise $ 4000 by May 1. Contributiche¢k

UUFC Board member) arrived safely-- after driving payable to Habitat Bicycle Challenge) can be matited

through sleet & snow--in Freedom, NH, Sunday, fisrjbb Habitat Bicycle Challenge, 37 Union St, New Havef,

at Freedom's Classroom. 06511. Please write "Jonathan Thompson" in the anem
section.

Our condolences.....Stephen "Steve" Gary Burr,fiance'

of UU memberAlexandra White,passed through this The Chocolate Auctioron February 12 was a rousing
world February 23, 2006, after his long battle vaéimcer.  success again! With many “donating goodies,” afid,
At the time of his death, his family and friendsreunded  course, “goodies donating” their talents and labwoe,
him. Loved and respected by so many, Steve willbe  UUFC cleared over $575 for the benefit of the paogs
cherished and never forgotten. of the Fellowship. Many thanks to all.

Visit the website for more information. www.uucdafeouse.org

March 18 April 1

Chris RosserandRon Fetnerreturn to the UU Mark your calendars now for a special show on Siatyr

Coffeehouse Saturday evening, March 18. We all know April 1. Legends of West Africawill come to the UU,

Chris from his past visits to the UU, and we webke do featuring some of the World’s most notable curatdrs

meet Ron last season. They will be performing dsafor West African traditional musical arts. The ensemble

this show. displays a dynamic and exhilarating celebratiothef
region’s ethnic heritage through song, music anttda

Call 1.888.849.4224 X4 for reservations

Junior/Senior High Youth Social Action Project....

The Youth will place an order f@anvasand nowstring bagsin an effort to make a small dent in our nation’s
dependence on petroleum products. Canvas bagBendlVailable for $5 each or $25 for 6. We fahase for grocery
shopping as they have square bottoms and can wpaigtht for packing groceries. String bags willdb&ttle more unless
we can find better prices, but we have decidedfay them because they are easy to pop into yorgepor pocket. One
secret of changing habits is making sure you hiagedols you need with you at all times!

Thanks, taMariah Fram , Professor of Social Work at USC, we have a broad&n of social action. First we
identify an issue, then dream of how things wouddftihat issue were resolved. Then we selectoorteo “doable”
things we can do to reach that vision. We figurevehat must change in oattitudes(education about the issue). The
next step is what must change in behaviorand how do we truly alter habits. The final seewhat we can do to
change the@ublic policiesto impact our issue.

We decided to address petroleum dependence, batredily can a handful of youth do? We don’t havély figure
on how much petroleum it actually takes for eadsipt bag. But we have learned that some natiodstates are
considering taxing plastic bags because they cemateuch non-biodegradable waste. Studies of bieash all over the
world shows them as the 4th most common itemlefieaches, and they kill thousands of wildlifeatuees in the
ocean and on land each year.

On a recent shopping trip, $50 word of groceriemired 12 plastic bags. If that is weekly, thee dousehold could
reduce the use of plastic bags by 624 a year0 WU families participate, that's a saving of 6,2%8stic bags a year!
And, if we can make it easy enough, perhaps alffatilies will participate and that will be thousanahore. Then when
people see us making it easy and grocery stores tiegccept the practice, there will be a ripgfea. And then when
we think about asking the legislature to pass ar per plastic bag tax, we will have the beginrifg base of support.




UPCOM NG EVENTS AND MEETI NGS

Committee Corner Committee Council
March 1 7:00 Worship Committee The Committee Council or Co-Council was founded in
March 2 6:00 Finance Committee 1996 when it was decided that our Fellowship had
March 7 6:00 Co-Councll grown to the point where there were too many detail
March 8 6:15 Board of Trustees for the Board to focus on. The Co-Council was
March 12 9:30 Religious Education Committee established to enhance communication, discusssssue
March 12 12:15 Membership Committee and concerns, and result in efficient planning ofRC
March 14 1:00 Unigram Folders events. All committees are requested to send a
representative to the next meetimgarch 7 at 6:00
Long Range P|annin(‘jxsee article, page 1) The Co-Council is led by President-Elect Alice Legep
Thursday, March 2 Leadership who will summarize committee reports and issues
Thursday, March 9 Growth discussed for the Board of Trustees meeting on Marc
Thursday, March 16 Staffing 8. If you have any questions, contact Alice at xxxx
or AliceUUFC@yahoo.com
-&8 ' "y

Science and Religion Book Group

The Science & Religion book group will meet in the 7
Library at 7PM onThursday, March 9th. The book - 1
this time isGodel, Escher, Bach: An Eternal Golden )2 3

Braid, by Douglas Hofstadter.

) 0 1.5 "99

’ The nextSeptember Set Pot Luck Dinneris
Women's Book Group scheduled for March 24th at 6:00. More

The Women’s Book Group will meet ofuesday, details to come, but mark your calendars now!
March 14to discuss the life of America’s first poet as

described by Charlotte Gordon in her book, “Mistres

Bradstreet.” The meeting will begin 00 PM, a Adele Scaccia (phone—xxx-xxxx or
half-hour earlier than previously, in the home ghhe email: ascaccia@sc.rr.cgncan answer
Sparrow, 1425 Adella Street, Columbia, 29210. Call any questions you may have.

Lynne at xxx-xxxx for directions and to let her kno
you'll be there. All female friends and memberdio#
UUFC are welcome.

District and Denomination

UU’s Flaming Chalice

The flaming chalice was originally designed by armstian artist, Hans Deutsch as a
symbol for the Unitarian Service Committee (USC)841. The USC was founded in Bostc
to assist Eastern Europeans, among them Unitaaimaell as Jews, who needed to escape
Nazi persecution. The Reverend Charles Joy, execdirector of the USC, requested that
Deutsch create a symbol for their papgosmake them look official, to give dignity andpimntance to them, and at
the same time to symbolize the spirit of our worvhen a document may keep a man out of jail, lgimestanding
with governments and police, it is important thdbok important.” Rev. Joy reported that the symbot ibe kind
of chalice which the Greeks and Romans put on #itrs. The holy oil burning in it is a symbollwlpfulness and
sacrifice" In time the flaming chalice became a symbol aftirian Universalism all around the world. In 2004
UUA President William G. Sinkford began working viEmily Mitchell and Tim Nielsen, principals of Neen
Design Groupto produce a new corporate identity for the UUdffs It was intended that this identity would
distinguish all UUA materials with a mark of qugldand integrity and offer a visual representatiba smodern and
dynamic faith.

The new UUA logo is designed to convey the ideligbt emanating from the flame, or illumination. To
maintain a consistent appearance the number aiesdmust adapt appropriately as the chalice isesear
decreases in size. For this reason, the UUA wepsmgdes versions of the logo in various sizesufse by member
congregations.




RELI G QUS EDUCATI ON

RE Schedule for March:
Volunteers Needed! " Children's  Chapel

12-Mar RE Parables
19-Mar RE Stories of Acceptance
26-Mar Social Action Partner Church Sunday

Easter Bunnies— Our annual spring celebration is scheduledAfanil 16.
Following the service, the REC will host a potldakch and Justice, Equity, &
Compassion Easter Egg Hunt. Many volunteers ardet?dlease contact
Barbie Seymouiat bseymour@scbar.org if you can help out.

<3
: o S
Faeries, Nymph, &s Elves- The Beltane Celebration is scheduledMiaty 7. m
Following the service, the REC will sponsor childeeactivities.Sonya Jones ? =
has agreed to coordinate these efforts, but shesnesdunteers! Please contact =
her at sonyajones865 @ aol.com as soon as possible

D

> 4
‘ )
>
&

Lifelong UUs —Were you raised in the Unitarian, Universalist, &fU tradition? If so, we need your help!

We are planning a special bridging ceremony forsaxigraduating seniors during the worship seroice

May 14. It will only take a few minutes of your time angbuld mean the world to them. Please contact Barbie
Seymour at bseymour @ scbar.org or xxx-xxxx if yoe interested.
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| Staff




Minister Rev. Dr. Neal R. Jones
Administrator and Unigram Editor Isabel Oake
Custodian John Squire

Board of Trustees

President Pat Mohr
President-Elect Alice Leeper
Treasurer Sej Harman
Secretary Sandy Chubon

Members at Large Donald Griggs Peter Kandis
Jessica Kross Kathy Paget
Tom Turnipseed  Glenn White

How to Reach Us

Fellowship Office (803) 799-0845

Office Hours: Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 10:30 — 3:00
E-mail: UUFC@bigfoot.com

FAX: (815) 550-4740

Web Page: www.uu.columbia.sc.uua.org
Special Events Line: (888) 849-4224 ext.4

The Mission of our Fellowship is:

To nurture and respect each other
in our spiritual growth and

pursuit of meaning,

To create a welcoming and
engaging environment through
which we work for positive
change in our community and

the world.

The e-mail deadline for the next
Unigram is 5:00 p.m. March 12
Please submit articles and
announcements for the next issue
to Isabel Oake
at UUFC@bigfoot.com
with a copy to iioake@hotmail.com
Typed or neatly handwritten copy
must be received in the office by
12:15 p.m. the same day.




