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An Opportunity for Involvement 
It is a supremely exciting time to be part of the UUFC. 
Energy is high, we are living up to "deeds not creeds," 
and our community is deepening. The evidence is 
objective our beloved community is growing, we have 
many new interesting members, and contributions are 
up. 
Whether you count your time here in weeks or years 
there is an opportunity for a few folks to participate in 
important work of our beloved community. The tasks will 
be well defined, limited in scope, and absolutely 
essential.  There will be a shor meeting on this year's 
canvass after the Sunday service on March 18 and 
again March 25. We will gather by the couches in the 
Social Hall.   
By the Way: Unless it is somethig you particularly want 
to do, you will not be calling and asking for money, we 
do very little if any of that. Rather we will be creating the 
opportunity for us all to express concretely, what the 
UUFC means to us. 
If you cannot make the meeting or have questions, 
please feel free to contact me directly. 
Peter Kandis at xxx-xxxx or pkandis@sc.rr.com  
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Graceful Moments 
 

 Since my last sermon, several have requested that 
excerpt from Paul Tillich’s sermon, which I read, “You Are 
Accepted.”  His sermon has meant a lot to me because grace 
– an unexpected moment of light during times of darkness – 
has meant a lot to me.  In my sermon, I spoke of the grace 
that was conveyed to me by my counselor after my divorce.  
Through his acceptance of me, I was able to accept myself.  
You don’t have to believe in God to believe in grace, for belief 
in God is a matter of theological opinion; grace is a matter of 
experience.  The bumper sticker, “Shit Happens,” is certainly 
true.  But just as certainly does grace happen, and those 
precious, graceful moments are what keep my faith and hope 
alive. 
 By the way, I learned recently that Hillary Clinton’s 
childhood pastor, the Rev. Don Jones, sent her a copy of 
Tillich’s sermon after the President admitted his affair.  A few 
days later, he received a thank-you note. 
 Once again, here is Tillich’s famous description of 
those moments: 
   
“Grace strikes us when we are in great pain and 
restlessness.  It strikes us when we walk through the dark 
valley of a meaningless and empty life.  It strikes us when we 
feel that our separation is deeper than usual, because we 
have violated another life, a life which we loved, or from 
which we were estranged.  It strikes us when our disgust for 
our own being, our indifference, our weakness, our hostility, 
and our lack of direction and composure has become 
intolerable to us.  It strikes us when, year after year, the 
longed-for perfection of life does not appear, when the old 
compulsions reign within us as they have for decades, when 
despair destroys all joy and courage.  Sometimes at that 
moment a wave of light breaks into our darkness, and it is as 
though a voice were saying: “You are accepted. You are 
accepted, by that which is greater than you, and the name of 
which you do not know.  Do not ask for the name now; 
perhaps you will find it later.  Do not try to do anything now; 
perhaps later you will do much.  Do not seek for anything; do 
not perform anything; do not intend anything.  Simply accept 
the fact that you are accepted!”  If that happens to us, we 
experience grace.” 
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Joining ceremony will be 4/29/07.  
 Anyone wishing to join us as a member please contact 
Larry Siegel xxx-xxxx or other members of the 
membership committee to discuss what is involved. 
There will be a meeting after the service 4/22/07 
including the members of the membership committee 
and the potential new members to detail the procedure. 
On the 29th there will be a potluck after the service for 
the entire congregation to welcome the new members. 
�
Buying Groceries �  
The mission statement of the Harvest Hope Food Bank 
is: To provide for the needs of hungry people by 
gathering and sharing quality food with dignity, 
compassion and education. Let's make it a weekly habit 
to bring non-perishable food items and personal hygiene 
for every week. Volunteers deliver all donations to the 
Food Bank every Monday. 
�
Cottage Meeting  
There will be a cottage meeting to discuss the revised 
Bylaws of the Fellowship after the service on March 25th. 
These revisied bylaws are available electroncially. There 
will be a congregational meeting on April 1st to vote on 
them and also a TJ District Trustee. A fifteen-minute 
DVD highlighting the three TJ District Candidates will be 
shown after the service each Sunday until the vote on 
April 1st. 
 
UU Crafters   
We currently have a small but enthusiastic group of 
ladies and gentlemen who are working on various 
projects including knitting and rya tapestry. We meet on 
Monday nights at 7 PM. If you are a beginner, we can 
get you started. Advanced knitters are welcome to help 
us learn more. If you have never seen one, rya tapestry 
pillows, wall hangings, and other items are just beautiful 
and will be a welcome addition to any home. We invite 
you to join us in one of the rooms in the RE wing. For 
more information you may call Carita Barr at xxx-xxxx or 
Joyce Rodgers at 776- 0601. Hope to see you there. 
�
Supper Group 
The meeting for March 17th Supper Group has been 
cancelled. 
�
 

� �
Our thoughts and concern are with… 
 
Connie Myers , who is recovering from knee 
replacement surgery at Baptist Hospital.   She is 
being cared for by her personal nurse, Cecil. 
 
We extend our appreciation to… 
 
Regina Moody and Carita Barr , who provided the 
lovely flower arrangements for Laurel Sutton's 
memorial service and the following worship 
services. 
 
“Demolition” Don and “Paint-meister” Pat Mohr, 
“Bang ‘em Up” Bill Kelsey, “Manly” Mike Allen, 
and the Rev. Dr. Neal Jones  (whose Ph.D. is in 
interior design) for removing the wall shelves and 
painting Neal's office.   
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�A religion, old or new, that stressed the 
magnificence of the universe as revealed by 
modern science, might be able to draw forth 
reserves of reverence and awe hardly tapped 
by the conventional faiths. Sooner or later, 
such a religion will emerge.  
Carl Sagan 
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Our Next Hike   
March 24, 2007; 10:00 am at Congaree Bluffs Heritage 
Preserve, Education Center  
(Note: Plan for an hour to drive from assuming the UU 
Fellowship Hall as you're starting point)  
Directions to Park: 
http://www.dnr.sc.gov/managed/heritage/congbluffs/dir
ections.html 
Directions to Meeting Place (Park's Education Center): 
http://www.sctrails.net/trails/MAPS/CongareeBluffsHP
%20map.html 
The Congaree Bluffs Heritage Preserve comprises 201 
acres and contains steep, undisturbed bluffs bordering 
the Congaree River. It harbors significant stands of 
American beech, oak-hickory and bottomland 
hardwood forest. No comparable sites exist in the 
coastal plain of South Carolina. More than 100 species 
of trees, shrubs and woody vines exist in the preserve 
from the ridge base to the crest of the bluffs.  
If you would like to carpool, send a note to 
UUFCOutdoorActivities@yahoogroups.com requesting 
to carpool.  
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Roller Skating                                                       
Hello again! We’re planning some more fun for the 
youth on Sunday, April 1. We’re going to go roller-
skating at Skate Station USA Roller Skating Rink at 
Oak Dr & Highway 1 in Lexington. Everybody will 
need to pack a lunch to eat at the fellowship after the 
service, and then we’ll car pool to the rink and enjoy 
the 2PM to 5PM public skating sessions. The cost is 
$4 and includes skate rental. Please bring $4 with 
you. Afterwards, we’ll car pool back to the fellowship 
and youth can be picked up at 5:30.                 
Anyone who hasn’t yet turned in the youth 
agreement and parent permission forms will need to 
bring these in order to go. A copy of these forms was 
mailed out this week or can be picked up from Rusty 
Wenerick. 
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For many weeks bulb plants have delighted us with their 
cheery, colorful blooms. Soon more plants will burst forth 
with a splendid array of blossoms to engage our senses. 

We have moved our clocks one-hour ahead giving us 
more time to play and work in the light of day.  Spring will 
arrive in less than two weeks with the promise of warmer 
weather, returning leaves, parks thick with vegetation and 

bountiful gardens.  We will be teased to the great 
outdoors to enjoy the precious gifts of the Earth. 

 

Another important annual event is around the corner – 
Earth Day, April 22.  Earth Day was founded in 1970 by 
former Wisconsin senator Gaylord Nelson.  He was an 
environmentalist who was concerned about widespread 
environmental degradation and habitat destruction.  Over 
20 million people and thousands of schools and local 
communities participated in the first Earth Day.   
 

One purpose of Earth Day was to show popular political 
support for an environmental agenda. In the wake of the 
first Earth Day, Congress passed important environmental 
laws – the Clean Air Act and laws to protect drinking 
water, wild lands and oceans.   
 

Earth Day has been celebrated every year since 1970.  
Now more than 500 million people and 175 countries 
participate in this special day.  It is even more important 
and relevant considering our current climate change, 
global warming, increased extinction rates and loss of 
habitat. 
 
Earth Day is a day to remember our 7th Principle – 
Respect for the interdependent web of all existence of 
which we are a part – and do something beneficial for our 
Earth.  Tip: recycle, reduce, reuse, and repair. 
 

“We are living on this planet as if we had another one 
to go to.” 
 

Here is a link to Freecycle, an online community of people 
who give things away rather than throw them away. The 
link will take you to the page to sign up for the Columbia 
group. Feel free (no pun intended) to pass it along: 
http://www.freecycle.org/groups/ussouthern/#South%20Carolina 
 

Help Us Turn CDs into Palmetto Trees   
The SC State Museum in Columbia will be hosting a 
phenomenal EARTH DAY event Saturday, April 21st, and 
some of our partners will be using old CDs to build a fantastic 
Palmetto Tree that day. (See similar trees at 
http://www.cdsculpture.com/29/.) Between now and April 21, 
you can help us collect unwanted CDs by 1) saving your 
unwanted CDs and/or 2) collecting unwanted CDs at your 
business, school or organization! We need all CDs by April 
16. For details on how to collect the CDs and/or where to 
deliver them, please contact Mary Pat Baldauf at 
marypat@keepthemidlandsbeautiful.com . 
��
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Vigil for Peace   
The Carolina Peace Resource Center is hosting 
Veterans for Peace caravan from Ft. Bragg, North 
Carolina, to New Orleans. The caravan is stopping in 
Columbia on Tuesday, March 20  to hold a Vigil for 
Peace at the Statehouse from 5:00 to 7:00. Dr. Neal 
Jones  will be one of the speakers. At 7:30, the group 
will hold a meeting at the UUFC concerning an Appeal 
for Redress, a soldier's petition for an end to the war in 
Iraq. You are invited to both events. 
 
DRUMBEAT FOR DARFUR :  
Genodice, dehydration, starvation, rape, burned villages, 
children kidnapped & enslaved...Yes, and you hear & 
read about these things all the time. The difference here 
is that hopefully you can/WILL make a difference. UUSC 
is working (with YOU) to make a difference. Social 
Justice Day/the day of the Drumbeat for Darfur is March 
25th. There will be info about Durfur & ways you can 
make a difference in the Order of Service & on a table in 
the Social Hall. Meanwhile, go to http: // 
www.uusc.org/drumbeatfordarfur/actionideas.html 
Social Action Committee 



 5 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

� �

1������������	�5���2����������	�
���4����6���2�&	�7���������&	�
1��������&	�1��4���������������&	�
/�%���������4������&����4��������%��&���
�����(�
1������&����������������&��������%����	��
������������8����������������%�%����((((�
�

Western Carolinas Cluster of Unitarian 
Universalist Congregations 

5th Annual Gathering Saturday,               
March 24, 2007, 9:00 am - 5:30 pm 

Voices for Hope: Speak Out! 

Keynote Speaker - Rev. William G. Sinkford, 
President of the UUA 

“Witnessing for a Liberal Faith” 

Intergenerational Program 
Childcare and Middle School/Teen Activities 

Greenville Unitarian Universalist Fellowship 
1135 State Park Road 
Greenville, SC 29609 

www.wccluster.org 
 

WORKSHOPS: 
�  "Individual Faith Development" 
�  "Leadership and Ministry" 
�  "Speaking Out"  
   
What is a Cluster Gathering? 
The Cluster Gatherings began as a way for local 
congregations to network and get to know each other. 
They also provide workshops and training for people 
who can't travel to national events. There are 13 
member congregations in North and South Carolina 
that make up the Western Carolinas Cluster, which is 
the one that you belong to. 
What will be unique about this year's Cluster 
Gathering? 
This year, for the first time, it will be intergenerational. 
Childcare will be provided for a $10.00 registration fee 
per child (to cover food and activities). They will have 
the opportunity to play games and do arts and crafts.  
There is also a Middle-school/Teen Program with a 
registration fee of $10.00 per youth (grades 6-12).  
Visit the website to register and for more 
information, www.wccluster.org  
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The Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Columbia 
2701 Heyward Street 
Columbia, SC 29205 
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Staff 
 

Minister          Rev. Dr. Neal R. Jones  
Administrator and Unigram Editor         Gin Beery 
Director of Religious Ed.                                    Open 
Custodian                  John Squire 
 

Board of Trustees (as of July 1, 2006) 
President    Alice Leeper 
President-Elect   Peter Kandis 
Treasurer    Sej Harman 
Secretary    Jessica Kross 
Members at Large     Mike Kelly      Sonya Jones 
   Mary McGriff  Adele Scaccia   Cheryl Soehl 
   Janet Swigler   Glenn White 
 

How to Reach Us  Fellowship Office (803) 799-0845 
Office Hours: Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 10:30 am – 3:00 pm 
Ministers Hours: Thurs., Fri. 9:00 am – 5:00 pm 
 

E-mail:  UUFC@bigfoot.com 
 

FAX: (815) 550-4740 
 

Web Page: www.uu.columbia.sc.uua.org 

Special Events Line: (888) 849-4224 ext.4 

The Mission of our Fellowship is: 
 

�  To nurture and respect each other 
in our spiritual growth and 
pursuit of meaning, 

�  To create a welcoming and 
engaging environment through 
which we work for positive �
change in our community and  

     the world. 
  
    +++++++++++++++++++++++ 
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The e-mail deadline for the next 
Unigram is 9:00 p.m., March 27, 2007.  

Please submit articles and 
announcements for the next issue 

to UUFC@bigfoot.com  
Typed or neatly handwritten copy 
 must be received in the office by  

            12:15 p.m. the same day. 
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